
Draft
Newsletter Cover
January 2, 2019

New Year: New Beginnings

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.”

Luke 9:61-62

 Our calendars on our walls, phones, and other electronic devices tell us that this is a new 
year. Of course, we all are starting to catch up after a busy Christmas season, restarting our 
routines as things get back to “normal.” And yet, our church calendar has just begun. The 
“kickoff” of the church year is Advent. That is behind us now, so we can look ahead to our next 
big celebration which is just around the corner: Lent, which leads us into Holy Week with Ash 
Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and then Easter on April 21st. 
There will be an awful lot going on in the life of the church between now and then. Like all of 
you, I often pause and look back on the many differing events of last year, which included 
coming to McCarter Presbyterian as your Stated Supply Pastor! I have learned a great deal about 
you all and your ministry. I continue to take in the long history of this congregation’s presence in 
this community. I know that I will learn and grow along with you throughout 2019.
 Tradition holds that the name for this first month, January, is derived from Ianuarius 
(There are no “J’s” in Latin!) traditionally attributed to the Roman god, Janus. Now, Janus was 
unique: he had two faces, each facing in opposite directions, enabling him to see what had 
happened in the past while focusing just as intently on the future. Don’t most of us envy that 
situation! We strive for certainty, investing so much of our time looking back, reliving great 
moments, recalling good times (and a few bad), and hoping to avoid past mistakes. All of this 
happens in a mostly futile effort to better understand the past, so that we can determine our own 
future. That sounds acceptable at face value, until we realize that this focus on the past can sap 
our emotional strength. All of that undermines our current activities and relationships and 
diminishes their value to us as positive experiences.
 In our scripture, Christ points out the fallacy of this type of thinking, pointing us 
continually to a future that is ripe for new and exciting experiences with a new life in Christ, 
accompanied and guided by God’s Spirit. In fact, God continually pushes us, challenges us, and 
points us forward into a life enmeshed with God’s will. And, God prepares us for that incredible 
unknown, giving us the strength and love we experience in our faith, our study, our prayers, 
and our worship.
 As I write this, we are in Christmastide, the twelve days that follow Christmas, ending 
with Epiphany on January 6th. Soon, the days will lengthen in this Ordinary Time in our church 
calendar, making our way toward Lent and Easter. In the coming months, we can do ourselves a 
favor and move out of our “Janus” mode of looking back and focus our intention on the future- 
secure in God’s guiding presence and the work of Jesus Christ, who is our Lord and Savior.
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